
Better Care Fund Plan 2026-27 – Expenditure Guidance 

Number 
Category of 
scheme Description 

1 Assistive technologies 
and equipment 

Using technology in care processes to support self-management, maintenance of independence and more efficient and effective delivery of care. (eg. Telecare, Wellness services, Community based equipment, 
Digital participation services). 

2 Housing related 
schemes 

This covers expenditure on housing and housing-related services other than adaptations; eg: supported housing units. 

3 DFG related schemes The DFG is a means-tested capital grant to help meet the costs of adapting a property; supporting people to stay independent in their own homes. 
 
The grant can also be used to fund discretionary, capital spend to support people to remain independent in their own homes under a Regulatory Reform Order, if a published policy on doing so is in place.  

4 Wider support to 
promote prevention 
and independence 

Services or schemes where the population or identified high-risk groups are empowered and activated to live well in the holistic sense thereby helping prevent people from entering the care system in the first 
place. These are essentially upstream prevention initiatives to promote independence and wellbeing. 

5 Short-term home-
based intermediate 
care (rehabilitation, 
reablement and 
recovery services) 

Short-term (up to 6 weeks), therapy-led services in the person's usual residence (home or care home), following the 'Home First' principle. For adults 18+ to regain independence post-illness/injury/discharge (step-
down) or prevent admissions/long-term care (step-up). Person-centred, with initial assessment and regular reviews; led by registered therapists (physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech/language 
therapists) plus support from unregistered workers and other professionals (nurses, doctors, social workers). Outcomes: better function, confidence, wellbeing; less carer reliance and long-term care demand. 
Domiciliary social care (personal care, domestic help) included only within a rehab/reablement-focused package. 

6 Short-term home-
based social care 
(excluding 
rehabilitation, 
reablement and 
recovery services) 

Short-term domiciliary social care (e.g. personal care, help with domestic tasks, voluntary sector support), except where it is provided as part of a package that also includes rehabilitation, reablement and/or 
recovery services. 

7 Long-term home-
based social care 
services 

Ongoing social care services (e.g. personal care, help with domestic tasks), helping people continue to live at home and maintain independence. 

8 Long-term home-
based community 
health services 

Ongoing health services provided in people’s own homes or in other non-residential community-based settings. 

9 Bed-based 
intermediate care 
(short-term bed-
based rehabilitation, 
reablement or 
recovery) 

Short-term (up to 6 weeks), therapy-led services in a community bed-based setting (e.g. community hospital, care home bed or designated facility). For adults 18+ to regain independence post-hospital stay (step-
down) or prevent avoidable admission/long-term residential care (step-up from community). Person-centred, with initial assessment and regular reviews; led by registered therapists (physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists, speech/language therapists) plus multi-disciplinary support (unregistered workers, nurses, doctors, others as needed). Where safe and appropriate, transition to home-based intermediate care is 
required to continue recovery at usual residence. Outcomes: improved function, confidence, wellbeing; reduced acute admissions, readmissions and long-term social care demand. May include mixed health and 
social care interventions. 



10 Long-term residential 
or nursing home care 

Ongoing care provided in a residential care home or nursing home for people who need more intensive or specialised support than can be provided at home. 

11 Discharge support and 
infrastructure 

Services and activity to enable discharge. Examples include multi-disciplinary/multi-agency discharge functions or Home First/ Discharge to Assess process support/ core costs. 

12 End of life care Schemes specifically designed to provide care and support for people nearing the end of life. 

13 Support to carers, 
including unpaid 
carers 

Supporting people to sustain their role as carers and reduce the likelihood of crisis.  
 
This might include respite care/carers breaks, information, assessment, emotional and physical support, training, access to services to support wellbeing and improve independence. 

14 Evaluation and 
enabling integration 

Schemes that monitor or evaluate the impact of integrated care schemes. 
 
Schemes or services that enable integrated care, such as (but not necessarily limited to): 
- Joint commissioning arrangements 
- Integrated care planning 
- Helping people navigate services 
- Workforce development or recruitment and retention 

15 Urgent Community 
Response 

Urgent community response teams provide urgent care to people in their homes which helps to avoid hospital admissions and enable people to live independently for longer. Through these teams, older people 
and adults with complex health needs who urgently need care, can get fast access to a range of health and social care professionals within two hours. 

16 Personalised 
budgeting and 
commissioning 

Various person-centred approaches to commissioning and budgeting, including direct payments. 

17 Other This should only be selected where the scheme is not adequately represented by the above scheme types. 

 


