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Foreword

AAs a |l ocal resident of
to have contributed my views and suggestions to the conservation
project. | thoroughly enjoy living in the area and through this piece
of work, | am learning more about its local heritage and history. It is
of great value that Historic England is funding this project along-

Har |l ingt

The local group included Phyllis Atkinson, Robin Brown, Tina Cho- side those with a keen interest
pra, John Davies and Philip Sherwood. Tina Chopra

AAs an O6outsidero6é, when | joined
why has Harlington been designated a Conservation Area? How-

ever, after several visits and looking beyond the facade of the corri-
dor (and the damage already done), the historic value of the village
became clearer. | hope this appraisal will provide protection from
further erosion, encourage the provision of necessary enhance-

ments and raise the status of this historic village within the commu-
nity and beyond. o

John Davies

A | have | ived in Harlington for
dened to see how the village has suffered more than most from
post-war development out of keeping and scale with the older
buildings that still remain. It is, therefore, gratifying to see a re-
newed interest in preserving and enhancing the village atmosphere
that was in danger of completel
Philip Sherwood
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1. Introduction

Harlington Village Conservation Area

The Harlington Village Conservation Area was first designated
in 2005 by the London Borough of Hillingdon. As a result of
this appraisal and the Community Heritage Partnership
Scheme, the Harlington Village Conservation Area was
reviewed. It has been extended to include areas that are
considered to be of special architectural or historic interest,
with character or appearance to which is desirable to preserve
or enhance. (Map on page 5).

Conservation Area Appraisal

The main purpose of this character appraisal is to provide a
description of the significance of the Harlington Village
Conservation Area, in terms of its architectural and historic
interest. It also seeks to increase public awareness and
involvement in the preservation and enhancement of the area.
The document helps provide a framework for future planning
decisions within the area and as an opportunity to identify
potential for itoés |1 mproveme

A review of the current planning policy context, the purpose of
Conservation Areas, and the purpose and status of this
Conservation Area appraisal, is set out in Appendix 4.

Some of the working party wvisiting the Chu



2. Summary of special interest

Essential features and significance

The significance and value of the Harlington
Village Conservation Area (a Heritage Asset),
in terms of its special interest can be
summarised as:

1 It retains built evidence of the original
mediaeval agricultural settlement at
Harlington, including the Church of St Peter
andStPaul 0s

1 It has a distinctive form, comprising a
dispersed, linear development along the
High Street.

1 Views to the surrounding open green
spaces, all of which are designated as
Green Belt, are important and these form
part of the setting of the Conservation Area.

1  The original village green remains and is an
important community space.

1 It has a number of properties of architectural
quality and good building groups, dating
from the mediaeval period, the 18th and 19th
centuries and more recent 20th century
development (see Map 1).

f  The area has an historic association with the
noted Tudor composer William Byrd and
17th/18th century local landowners Henry
Bennet, Earl of Arlington, and Henry St John,
Viscount Bolingbroke.
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3. Location and setting

Location

Harlington parish is at the southern extremity of the London Borough of
Hillingdon. The village lies to the south of the parish and today is regarded
as the area between the M4 to the north and the Bath Road (A4) to the
south.

Setting

The road | ayout of the parish was f
Middlesex of 1754, which shows the High Street and the pattern of major
roads that still survives today. The High Street was truncated at its northern
end and diverted in 1963 to go over the newly-built M4. The Conservation
Area straddles the High Street, which is its main defining feature.

This route carries a considerable traffic flow north from Heathrow and the
A4 towards Hayes and beyond. Traffic calming measures have been
introduced such as the pedestrian crossing to the south of the

main cross-road, a roundabout at the cross-road, a pedestrian raised
crossing outside of the White Hart Public House and pinch points further
north. However, the continuous traffic flow makes it difficult to appreciate
the positive qualities of the Conservation Area.

The M4 now marks the northern boundary of the village (and of the
Conservation Area), however, its truncating effect is mitigated by the mature
trees on the Green Belt land to the north-east of the church. Twentieth
century housing of various dates has been constructed on both sides of the
High Street, but beyond this is open Green Belt land, which provides a rural
and semi-rural outlook from the Conservation Area. This open outlook is
most noticeable in the northern part of the Conservation Area. M4 motorway




4. General character and use

General character

Despite considerable development during the latter
part of the 20th century, much good quality built and
natural environment survives within the
Conservation Area. The historic layout of the village
is largely discernible and effectively unchanged
from past centuries, although the townscape is
much altered.

The statutory designated Listed Buildings and

buil dings contained on Hil
Buildings of Architectural or Historic Importance

(Locally Listed), provide a good indication of the

original appearance of the village, but their wider
settings would benefit from enhancement to

improve the quality of the local environment and

overall street scene.

Uses

The Conservation Area is predominantly residential
in character. There are a few public buildings
(churches, church halls and the Scout Hut), a small
number of commercial premises (pubs and shops)
and also a miniature railway. This contrasts with the
original mix of mainly agricultural and residential
properties, with a few public and commercial
buildings.

White Hart PH, High Street, Harlington, Listed Grade |l
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5. Archaeology

Harlington Archaeology

Harlington Village Conservation Area lies
within the Harlington Archaeological Priority
Area (APA) and Heathrow Archaeological
Priority Zone (APZ) (Map 2a and 2b).

Whilst there are currently no formally
adopted London-wide definitions of an APA
or an APZ, these terms are generally used
to identify those areas designated by
Councils in order to protect archeological
remains.

An APA is an area where the Greater
London Historic Environment Record
(GLHER) holds specific evidence indicating
the presence, or likely presence, of heritage
assets of archaeological interest.

APZ is a landscape-scale zone within which
the GLHER holds evidence indicating the
likely presence of as yet unidentified
heritage assets of archaeological interest.

In 2014 the Council commissioned an
archeological study to support the
development of the Local Plan Part 2 . The
study noted that there were no records of
prehistoric finds within the area. However,
evidence of settlement activity had been

revealed through past extensive quarrying
and other investigations in the surrounding
area. Field systems, enclosures, pits, wells
and settlements were recorded from the
Neolithic period into the mediaeval period. A
moated manor site was also noted, which is
now situated under the M4.

These finds demonstrate that the landscape
has been in almost continuous use since the
mid Neolithic period and has potential to
shed further light on patterns of settlement,
landscape management and transitions
between different periods.

Planning Guidance

The National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) definition of Archaeological Interest
states:

0There wild/l be
heritage asset if it holds, or potentially may
hold, evidence of past human activity worthy
of expert investigation at some point.

Heritage asset with archaeological interest
are the primary source of evidence about

the substance and evolution of places, and

of the people and cultures that made them. 6

11

archaeol ogi cal i

APAs will be regarded by the Council as a
material consideration when determining
planning applications. The Council refers all
applications within APAs to the Greater
London Archaeological Advisory Service
( GLAAS), which is
London office, for advice.

part

Applicants proposing development in these
areas will be expected to assess the
archaeological implications of proposals,
submitting where appropriate, a desk based
assessment and where necessary carrying
out a field evaluation to support their
application.

For more information c
policies on archeology, please see the
relevant section of th
Devel opment Management
Hillingdon Council website:
http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/12566
nterest in a
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6. Historical development

The parish shares its western boundary with the parishes of Harmondsworth and Hillingdon. To
the south is the parish of East Bedfont and to the north it is bounded by Hayes. Historically, the
parish boundary with Cranford to the east ran across fields, mid-way between the two villages.
However, with the re-organisation of local government in 1932, the boundary was extended
eastwards as far as the River Crane. This now forms the boundary between the Boroughs of
Hillingdon and Hounslow.

Apart from a very short section on the east boundary where it followed the River Crane, the
ancient parish followed no natural features. It was quite small, comprising of only 1420 acres and
was roughly the shape of an elongated diamond, three miles long from north to south and only
one mile across at its widest point.

RS
o) /}:‘\
e

a :I'de;,'Bépfti_s‘tChu*r'gh‘; O70 1= 7

The first recorded mention of Harlington was in the year 851 AD, when the transfer of a plot of ¢ ; \J
land at Botwell in Hayes referred to the fact that it was bounded on the south by Hygeredington.
In the Domesday Survey of 1086, it is recorded as Herdintone; this also records Dallegai the
modern Dawley, as another Manor in the parish.

The origins of the two names ar e B%akodpetsanalb e
name and O6tund meaning an enclosure) and Ol d
6l eahd meaning a clearing.

In the past, apart from the public buildings, the High Street was bordered by large houses
standing in their own grounds, interspersed with more modest houses and cottages. Only one of
the larger buildings (Lansdowne House) now remains. All of the others, together with the larger
cottages, were demolished in the 1950s and 1960s, and replaced by new houses at a higher
density. This post-war development was set back from the High Street. Although this changed the
layout and appearance of the village, the traditional design and open setting of these buildings,
together with the surrounding Green Belt land, still contribute to its semi-rural village character.

Appendix 2 includes a short history of some of the key personalities who played a role in the
development of Harlington, compiled by Philip Sherwood. Appendix 3 also includes some sources
of information on the history of Harlington.

Lansdowne House

13



St.Peter & St.Panl’s
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Barn (now Scout Hut),1946
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/. Spatial analysis

Through routes

The High Street is the key route
through the heart of the Conservation
Area. The spaces leading from it, The
Green at the south, the miniature
railway in the centre and the
churchyard and open land to the north
are important features, which soften
its appearance and form a back drop
to the development along the High
Street.

Key views

The northi south views along the High
Street within the Conservation Area
are important, but in general they
show little of quality. Notable
exceptions are the views south from
the roundabout by the Red Lion Public
House looking towards The Green
and north from outside the White Hart
Public House towards the church.

The view from the south looking into
the Conservation Area creates a
pleasant gateway to it.

The views north and south along St.

Peter 6s Wamgralinr e s e mi

character because of the large
numbers of trees and the overgrown
hedges to the east of the road.

Some east-west views into and out of
the Conservation Area are pleasant,
for example, those looking west from
Manse Close, east from Sipson Lane,
east into Brickfield Lane, and west
along Victoria Lane and Sipson Lane.
A number of the key views and vistas
within and from outside of the
Conservation Area, as well as
landmarks, are illustrated at MAP 3.

> 1T

2 HRLNGTON
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> A

-

Harlington miniature ‘railway
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View of The Green and looking north along the High Street
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8. Character analysis

8.1 Architectural quality and built The weather-boarded Manor Farm Barn,
form located off Manor Lane (Locally

Listed) constructed with a brick base and
Harlington village comprises a distinct stout queen post roof trusses, also dates
collection of early farm buildings, public from this period and is evidence of the
houses, places of worship and dwellings areads rural past.

arranged along the High Street. These are
interspersed with later development,
illustrating the gradual expansion and
piecemeal growth of the area over a long
period of time, from a rural village to a
suburb. This gives the Conservation Area a
varied character, with buildings of different
ages, styles and architectural detailing.

There are also a number of 19th century
buildings that illustrate this phase of growth
and the beginnings of the urbanisation of
the village. Notable buildings include the
local landmark Baptist Church on the High Former Barn, Hi
Street. This Grade Il Listed Building
presents a distinctive and ornate frontage
to The Green in stucco render over

The most architecturally and historically brickwork. It features rustication, pilasters
significant buildings are those that are and round-headed windows, and is topped
statutory listed. The Parish Church of St with a pedimented gable.

Peter and St Paul 6s (Grade | a |l andmar |

The Red Lion )Publlc House is Locally ) / i
Listed and occupies a prominent position at ‘ ET |
the corner of the High Street and Cranford o — ‘1
Lane. It is a historic building that adds

building of exceptional significance. It dates
from the 12th century with later additions,
including the 14th century chancel, 15th
century tower and north aisle added as part

of late 19th century o¢restigviewswithip fhig partof the X HARLIGTON e GHURCH
Conservation Area, with a decorative Z

Other early Listed Buildings include hanging sign, deep eaves, attached

numbers 268-272 H|gh Street and the OUth”dlngS and C|ay tile finials. T PR Rl

White Hart Public House (both Grade ),
dating from the late 17th and 18th
centuries.
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Almost all the buildings within the
Conservation Area, of whatever date, are
brick built, although there are examples
where some have been rendered or painted,
in part or whole. The older buildings are
mostly constructed of yellow/brown local
London stock bricks, but a wider range of
colours, mainly reds, have been used for the
later post-war construction.

The majority of the residential properties are
two-storey, and have varied roof-lines. Some
houses have, however, been
unsympathetically extended, with either
overlarge dormers, or hipped roofs changed
into gable ends. This is most noticeable
where the changes affect only one of a pair
of semi-detached houses. Nevertheless,
there is still a general uniformity to the built
form emanating from the traditional domestic
appearance, style and layout of the dwellings
on the High Street. The brick construction,
red tiles and slate roofs, give a polite,
informal and modest appearance to the
Conservation Area.

The original property boundaries were close
to the High Street i examples are the Baptist
Church and the Manse, and the two public
houses. However, the post-war development
has generally been set back from the road,

in some places creating secondary access
roads.

North of the roundabout on the east side of
the High Street are several lengths of high
brick walls that provide enclosure to the
street and are a feature of the area.
Similarly, the mature trees in front of them
and overhanging greenery softens the
appearance of the street.

At the far north of the Conservation Area, the
High Street is bounded by a section of
scrubby land, un-kept and semi-rural in
character. In contrast, the car-related
business just south east of the Parish
Church have a commercial, unsightly and
gritty appearance. However, their low lying
form permits extensive and picturesque
views of the church tower and mature trees
beyond.

The general uniformity of scale and form
within the area emphasises the few
overlarge exceptions, for example, the block
of flats (Felbridge Court) and the modern
maisonettes above the parade of shops.
These buildings stand out and detract from
the character and appearance of the street
scene. Much of the later 20th century
building has, however, had at best, a neutral
effect on the appearance of the
Conservation Area. Furthermore, the in-filling
of the more recent development has resulted
in the closing of many of the gaps between
buildings that existed previously.

18

Infill development between the properties
along the High Street and construction of
large outbuildings in small gardens has, over
time, markedly changed the nature of the
former village. It is important not only to
maintain what remains of the village
character, but to prevent encroachment on
the later, established, and uniformly
designed street layouts.

Typical frontage to a 1930s house



8.2 Public realm, green spaces and
landscape

Buildings and mature trees help to enclose
The Green at the southern end of the
Conservation Area. This is a significant
historic open space. More could be made of
The Green and the southern entrance to the
Conservation Area .

The green open space and trees within the
churchyard and the miniature railway are
also important contributors to the character
and interest of the Conservation Area.
Similarly, the mature trees along the High
Street and those within gardens help to
define the setting of Harlington Village.

MAP 4 identifies significant green areas and
trees within the Conservation Area. This
shows that publicly accessible open space is
at a premium within the area and highlights
the contribution made by the spacious and
open settings of some of the more visually
important buildings in the area.

MAP 5 illustrates features in the public realm
and other positive townscape contributors
including some old-style lamp posts. It also
highlights an unfortunate array of ad-hoc
street furniture in front of the parade of
shops, requiring rationalisation.

| The Green.
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8.3 Positive Contributors

A number of the buildings or features within
the Conservation Area make a positive
contribution to its significance, character and
appearance. Some have already been
identified and are either Listed Buildings or
buildings included on the Local List of
Buildings of Architectural or Historic
Importance.

Listed Buildings
Listed Buildings within the Conservation Area
are identified in Appendix 1.

Locally Listed Buildings

Buildings within the Conservation Area, which
have been included on the Local List of
Buildings of Architectural or Historic
Importance are identified in Appendix 1.

In addition, there are a number of buildings
and structures which also make a positive
contribution to the appearance of the
Conservation Area. Other structures may not
be so architecturally important, but have
shaped the history of the village and are
valued by local people. These buildings and
structures are also a link to the past and
provide a sense of continuity and stability as
they have the reassurance of the familiar.

For these reasons they should be recognised
for their architectural, townscape significance
or historic value.

One of a group of historic houses located close to The Green




